
August 6, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 

Gunderson was absent.     

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 18th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland shared correspondence received from MCIT with regard to the 2019 Dividend calculated 

for Norman County in the amount of $35,311.  This will be received in November 2019, but the information 

was provided at this time for budget planning purposes.   

Discussion was brought forward regarding the Trapper Registration Form received from Jason Benbo of 

Fertile.   A/T Hanson stated that Commissioner Gunderson had contacted her with regard to the submission 

from Jason Benbo, and Commissioner Gunderson stated that he would be in favor of approval of Mr. Benbo 

as a trapper in the northern portion of Norman County.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve Jason Benbo as a Norman County beaver trapper.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

At 9:20 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a request to push back the budget meetings that 

had been scheduled for August 15th.  After considerable discussion, it was decided that the budget meetings 

would be held beginning at 1:00 p.m. on the afternoon of September 3rd, following the regular morning 

board meeting.    

At 9:28 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, along with Glen Visser, Norman County Landfill, addressed the board 

concerning the draft permit update for the Demolition Landfill, stating that he has been working with Jon 

Large, interim engineer who will sign off on the design.  He will then submit this to Dan Vlek for comments 

and approval, and it will then be submitted to the state by August 17th.    

Next on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was a household hazardous waste update.  Glen Visser noted that the 

building is up.  He will be going to Detroit Lakes next week to get HHW supplies from Sandy Gunderson, the 

Becker County HHW coordinator.  She has been extremely helpful through this entire process.  Once Glen has 

everything in place, he will be doing a “soft opening” to receive household hazardous waste.  The demolition 

landfill is scheduled to be open from 8-12 on Saturdays thru mid September.   

Mr. Johanson also noted that he has recently issued two building permits for new homes, also issuing new 

septic permits for those new homes to be built in the county.  Garry also noted that he will be taking a dairy 

tour on August 29th at Campbell, MN and also has a proposed October meeting with regard to a large hog 

operation in Lockhart Township.   

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:05 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, presented the Road & Bridge agenda.  

Mr. Ramstad presented the board with an Application for Maintenance Work on County Ditch 73, requesting 

to spray cattails in the ditch bottom.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the application for 

maintenance on County Ditch 73.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The second item on the Road & Bridge agenda was the approval of final payment in the amount of 

$86,820.24 to Davidson Construction of Newfolden for the 2018 paving projects.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve final payment to Davidson Construction for the 2018 paving projects.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob then updated the board on the CSAH 18 bridge project, stating that they had hired Mark Hagen out of 

Fosston who is currently working on the temporary structure.  They are hopeful that the road will be open 

next week, Thursday.   

Commissioner Bommersbach inquired as to the timber bridge on CSAH 24 at Hwy 200 intersection.  He has 

noticed there is something going on there, and feels it has gotten worse in the last two weeks.  Discussion 

has been going on, Bob noted he and Dan were checking the inspection reports and they look good.  Bob will 

look into this further.   

Pre-pile of sugar beets will begin next week, TransSystems will be using Norman County roads due to the 

Hwy 75 construction.  CSAH 19 will be heavy with traffic.   



At 10:25 a.m. John Rosenberger, County Veterans Service Officer, Darren Klimek, Morris Electronics, and 

David Stene, entered the meeting.  John addressed the board with regard to the County Veterans Service 

Office Operational Enhancement Grant Program.   This is the yearly grant program for the Veterans Service 

Office in the amount of $7,500 which must be used to provide outreach to the county’s veterans.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR-08-06-2019-1, a resolution to enter into the grant 

agreement with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs for the County Veterans Service Office 

Operational Enhancement Grant.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and the resolution passed 

with four ayes, and no nays.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Mr. Rosenberger then brought forth information regarding the State of Minnesota receiving a grant from 

Homeland Security for the purchase of firewall equipment.  John and Darren explained that the State of 

Minnesota would purchase firewall equipment based on what our IT provider recommended for the county’s 

needs, which in this case is a quote of $18,282.60 for Cisco equipment, Threat Defense software, protection 

license and 3 yr subscription.  Once received, our IT provider will install the equipment, which will actually 

belong to the State of MN.  The state will also monitor and log activities as well as provide technical and 

administrative support for an initial two year period.  The state will monitor and log activities for 10% of the 

T-1 line maintenance contract for year 3, which at this time would be $90 per month.  After much discussion, 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the firewall equipment grant and enter into an 

agreement with MN IT Services for the firewall equipment making John Rosenberger as the Customer Service 

Representative for the State/County Security Monitoring Program Service Agreement.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

David Stene then brought forward a quote from Ubiquity installation for a complex wide WiFi network, as he 

had mentioned this at a prior meeting.  Discussion was also brought forward in regard to the need for 

replacement of the phone system in 2020, due to the lack of support for the current Cisco system.  No action 

taken at this time.   

At 10:55 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.   

At 11:00 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to close the meeting pursuant to MN Stat 13D.05 Subd. 3(b) 

pursuant to attorney-client privilege to discuss litigation strategy.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:10 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the closed session and re-open the 

regular session of the board meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

In summary, the meeting was closed for discussion regarding the active litigation in regards to the ARTs Trail. 

 At 11:12 a.m. Kim Myers and Sarah Kjono, Public Health, entered the meeting and Kim Myers gave the board 

a report on the Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America, CADCA, Conference that she attended in Dallas, 

TX, in July which provided an opportunity to network with other professionals involved in prevention.  Kim 

highlighted a session titled “Not In My House” which was speakers from North Dakota, who have started a 

grass roots campaign in the Valley City area working on preventing underage drinking.   Ms. Myers also 

highlighted a session entitled “The Stigma about Stigma” presented by a CADCA trainer dealing with 

substance use disorder and how it is misunderstood.   

A/T Hanson then updated the board on the certified amounts to be received from the State for 2020 County 

Program Aid, being $520,769, an increase of $43,008 from 2019; Invasive Species Aid in the amount of 

$13,189 for 2020, which is a decrease of $42, and Riparian Protection Aid of $160,000 of which $711 goes to 

Sandhill Watershed, the same as 2019.   

Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $16,068.65  Road & Bridge -- $106,262.87  Building -- $3,885.68 

County EDA -- $207.80  Public Health -- $2,985.62  Solid Waste -- $8.62 

County Ditch -- $838.50  County Homes -- $2,092.09  TOTAL -- $132,349.83 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m.  

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


